
 

   

The Cent-I-Gram 
 Centennial Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kimberton, PA 19442  

Vol. 23, No. 1      January 2019 

  
 
                                 
                               

 

 

ANNUAL  

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 27 

 
Following the 9:30 AM Worship Service 

Covered Dish Luncheon                                     

after the meeting  



2      The Cent-I-Gram            January 2019                     

 
January Newsletter, 2019 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people! (Isaiah 40:1) 
 
During our recent Advent season, while we waited once more for the coming birth of 
Jesus, we had an encounter with these words of the Prophet Isaiah. They are among 
my favorite bible verses, along with the accompanying Advent hymn, ‘Comfort, 
Comfort Now My People.’ 
 
In order to get this article to Rebecca in time for the January newsletter, I am writing it in the middle of 
December, so my mind is occupied with preparing for the Christ child. Yet, just as Advent is a time of 
expectation and prayerful waiting, so is the beginning of a new calendar year. A new year always brings 
with it the hope and excitement of a new start! 
 
The 40th chapter of Isaiah tells of new beginnings. The Hebrew people have suffered greatly in exile,  
suffered at the hands of their Babylonian captors. Through Isaiah, God proclaims a new message of hope 
for the people. Isaiah declares that their penalty has been paid twice over, and that a bright future and a 
straight highway await them and their coming King. “Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in 
peace forever!” 
 
How about us?  How about the community of Centennial Lutheran Church? There has been suffering 
here also. Many of you have endured personal situations and health problems that have seriously affected 
you and your families. Yet when death or other sorrows come, your faith community is always there to 
provide prayers and support. Nowhere is the strength of our community more evident than when tragedy 
strikes.  
 
But as a faith community, we have also suffered collectively. We are not far removed from a time when 
this congregation was in turmoil, torn and pulled in different directions by issues about which some               
people felt very strongly. Sadly, many parishioners left our church rather than work through their                        
disagreements – there are far fewer families and individuals worshiping and engaged today than in years 
past.  
 
This year, 2019, will be my fifth year as your pastor. When I interviewed for the call back at the end of 
2014, I was asked what I would do to help the congregation grow. I answered without hesitation, “We’ll 
do the right things for the right reasons, and let God take care of the growth.” I believed it then and I                 
believe it now. While our numbers have declined, we have grown stronger and more resilient together. 
Our worship practices are engaging and stimulating. Our outreach ministries are thriving. 
 
In one of the Guiding Principles of our new Vision Statement we make the claim, “We love to tell the 
story.” This year, we will do just that – tell our story so that others may hear it; tell the Good News of 
what God in Jesus Christ is doing in this place and time. So take heart! God declares to all of you, “Your 
warfare is over; God will reign in peace forever!” 
 
God’s blessings to all of you in the New Year, 
 

Pastor Jerry Tancredi 
 

 

See new Vision Statement on Page 3 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
 
7PM Pack 170 
Exec mtg 
 

3  
9 AM-Exercise 
6:15PM Handbells 
7:30PM Chancel 
choir 
8 PM -  Hist. Soc 

4   

7:30 PM - AA 
 

5  
 

6     
 
9:30 AM Worship  
10:45 Education 
Hour 
1:30 PM Girl 
Scouts 
 

7                  
6:45 PM - Boy 
Scout Troop  
7 PM-AA 
 

8 9 AM-Exercise 

10 AM-La 
  Leche League 
1 PM Grange 
7 PM - AA 
7 PM-Executive 
      Committee 

9   
 

10  
9 AM-Exercise 
6:15PM Handbells 
7:30PM Chancel 
choir 
 
 

11    

7:30 PM - AA 
 
 

12   

 

13 
9:30 AM Worship  
10:45 Education 
Hour 
1:30 PM Girl 
Scouts 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
#158 Leaders Mtg 
 
 

14                  
6:45 PM - Boy 
Scout Troop  
7 PM-AA 
 

15   

9 AM-Exercise 
1 PM-Grange 
7 PM - AA 
 
 

16   
 

17   

9 AM-Exercise 
6:15PM Handbells 
7:30PM Chancel 
choir 
 
 

18    
7:30 PM - AA 
 
 

19 
 

20  
9:30 AM Worship  
10:45 Education 
Hour 
1:30 PM Girl 
Scouts 
Deadline for 
Feb. Cent-I-Gram 

21                  
6:45 PM - Boy 
Scout Troop #158 
7 PM-AA 
 

22  

9 AM-Exercise 
7 PM - AA 
 

23   

 

 

24  
9 AM-Exercise 
6:15PM Handbells 
7:30PM Chancel 
choir 

25   
7:30 PM - AA 
 
 

26 
 

27  
9:30 AM Worship  
 
Annual Meeting 
and Luncheon 

28                   
6:45 PM - Boy 
Scout Troop #158 
7 PM-AA 
 

29 
9 AM-Exercise 
7 PM - AA 
7 PM-Church 
     Council 
 

30   
 

31 
9 AM-Exercise 
6:15PM Handbells 
7:30PM Chancel 
choir 

  

      August 2018 

Centennial Lutheran 

Phone: 610-933-1528 - www.centenniallutheran.org  
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SUNDAYS 
 

9:30 AM - Worship 
with Holy Communion 

 
10:45 Education Hour 

 

January 2019 
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There were smiles all around as books were delivered from our annual book drive to 
the children at the Phoenixville Area Children’s Learning Center on December 17th. 
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50% Off on Registration Fee for Lutheran 
Marriage Encounter Weekends   

 
Because we are celebrating 50 years of Worldwide    
Marriage Encounter, the 2019 registration fee with be 
$50 instead of $100, so don’t postpone your attendance 
any longer - take advantage of this opportunity! 
 
Also new this year, because couples have told us that 
they would prefer to know the costs and pay ahead,    
prices for the lodging for 2 nights and 5 meals for each 
of you will be posted on the website and payable upon 
registering. Those fees can be refunded up to                          
approximately a month before the event should conflicts 
arise, and financial assistance is available for those in 
need. Some weekends fill quickly, so don’t delay, SIGN 
UP TODAY to avoid being on a waiting list. 
 
Your marriage relationship is one of the things in life 
that provides the greatest potential for happiness.                    
Resolve to make 2019 the year you attend a Lutheran 
Marriage Encounter Weekend to learn how to maximize 
the joy and intimacy that God intends for your marriage.  
 
The 2019 weekends are: 
 
April 5-7, 2019 at the lovely, warm, and inviting                  
Country Inn and Suites just off of Highway 99 in a very 
quiet area of State College, PA. 
 
April 26-28, 2019 at Heritage Hotel Lancaster, a newly-
renovated hotel, home of the unique, treehouse-inspired 
restaurant, “Loxleys,” in Lancaster, PA. 
 
October 11-13, 2019 at the spacious, modern décor 
rooms at the Hyatt Place Pittsburg/Cranberry in                    
Cranberry Township, PA. 
 
November 1-3, 2019 at the award-winning Hampton Inn 
Berkshires beautifully situated on the edge of a nature 
preserve in Lenox, MA.  
 
See the website www.GodLovesMarriage.org for the 
pricing for each weekend, and sign up today using your 
credit card or by marking the option to mail a check. 
 
For questions, or if you would like a brochure mailed to 
you, please contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran 
Marriage Encounter, Fred and Julie Schamber, at 724-
325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net. 

From Director of Music            
Ministry, Jack Charles 

 
This past Advent was my third to 
serve as your Minister of Music. I was 
very happy to hear a much more     
enthusiastic participation by the     
congregation in the Advent hymns and 
the Fifth Setting of the liturgy.   We 
will return to that setting in Lent.    
Although it would be appropriate in 
any liturgical season it is particularly 
effective in the more penitential      
seasons of Advent and Lent.    
  
This year on the first Sunday of   
Epiphany, we will return to the 
Deutsche Messe by Franz Schubert. 
Many of the great composers wrote 
elaborate liturgical settings for chorus, 
soloists and orchestra but few wrote 
settings to be sung by the congrega-
tion.  Schubert also wrote several 
beautiful concert settings, but 
Deutsche Messe (German Mass) 
was written for congregations.   I first 
heard it when I played a wedding for a 
college friend of my daughter who was 
married in Austria.  
 

Choir Rehearsals                                    

Thursday Evenings 
 

6:15 PM  Bell Choir 

7:30 PM Chancel Choir 
 

Any questions?   

Contact Jack Charles                  

Director of Music Ministry                                          

at 610-287-9366.  
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Christmas Giving Mission 2018 

 
On December 17, Santa’s elves delivered gift packages containing personal hygiene items (toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, tissues, handcream and sanitizer, lip balm), candy, and Christmas cards from Centennial 
to approximately 40 guests of the soup kitchen and 20 guests at the Good Samaritan Shelter. Each of the 
25 residents at Jefferson Place received thermal wool socks, a $25 Giant card, candy, and a Christmas 
card from Centennial. In addition, Christmas gifts were delivered to two local families in need to help 

make their Christmas bright. 

 
Thanks to everyone for your generous donations! 
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Jan 

2019 
  

Assisting Ministers 

 
6 

  
13 

  
20 

 
27 

Greeters Judy & Reggie Ryberg Jerene & Harry                  
Gladfelter 

Helen & Paul 
Breitegam 

Carole & Fred Stoudt 

Deacons Dave Winning Reggie Ryberg Fred Stoudt Ron Allen 

Ushers Beth Wise                      
Randy Mull 

Beth Wise                      
Randy Mull 

Darian Capobianco 
Valerie Griffths 

Darian Capobianco 
Valerie Griffiths 

Acolyte Evelyn Capobianco Evelyn Capobianco Cora Perrone Hayden Perrone  

Lector Judi Kuplast Christine Holmes Helen Breitegam Kathy Geiger 

Altar Guild Valerie Griffiths Denise Ackroyd   

Counters Jean & Randy Mull Ron Allen Kathy Geiger                   
Carole McCann 

Peg & Randy Ferree  

If you are unable to be here on your Sunday, please switch with someone 
or call John Miller at 610-933-8523. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  6 Bill Donovan 
  6 Raquel Izquierdo 
  8 Sue Wambold 
  13 Louise Doggendorf 
  14 Joyce Sands 
  22 Bridget Gross 
  28 Randy Ferree 
  30 Natalie Shovelton 

 

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it.”   

Psalm 118:24  
   

Do you notice any missing birthdays? 
We want to be sure to include everyone on our 

birthday list. If you notice that a birthday is missing 
from our list, please take a moment to let the office 
know.  You can leave a note in the office or sent an 

email to Rebecca @centenniallutheran.org.  
Thank you!  

 
 
 

Address Update 
 

Please make note of the following address 
update for Katherine Smiley: 
 

Keystone Villa at Douglassville - PC 
1152 Ben Franklin Highway East 

Apt. 211 
Douglassville PA 19518 

 
 

Benefit Concert  
 
Genesis Pregnancy Care Center invites you 
to join them for their “Sanctity of Life”   
Concert in honor of Sanctity of Life Month.  
The concert will be held at Connections on 
High (238 East High Street, Pottstown) on 
Friday, January 11 at 7:00 PM. Mark your 
calendars for this lovely evening of music, 
food, and community. You may contact 610-
970-8089 for more information. 
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Centennial Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) 

 

 Church Council Minutes      
 

  October 23, 2018 
 
Present: Jerry Tancredi, Jim Fowler, John Miller, Bill Donovan, Larry Shumaker, Barbara Ray, Reggie 
Ryberg, Dave Winning, Christine Holmes, Rick Henricks, Ed Kalmbach 
 
Meeting called to order by Christine at 7:04 pm. A motion by Dave and seconded by Barbara was made to 
approve last month’s meeting minutes as written.  Motion carried. 

Coorespondence and Communication – no correspondence. 

Pastor’s Report: Ron Dziuk fill in for Pastor’s vacation (See Attached for Report Details) 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Wednesday Night Bible Study – good attendance and discussion 

 

Approval of Vision Statement during Special Congregational Meeting minutes 

• Motion to Approve Barb 

• 2nd by Dave 

• Discussion to add Wireless MIC to allow more interaction 

 

Use of facility for November 17th Family reunion use is approved 

 

Nomination Committee formed Bill, Christine, Dave four open positions 

• Bill Donovan agreed to serve a second term 

 

Budgets due November 30th  guided by Vision Statement 

• Consult Kathy Geiger 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Team reports and budgets due for annual meeting Jan. 27, 2019 
 

Fall Fest Discussion Terminate or Continue 

• Mixed Message 

• Further Discussion needed 

•  Chili cookoff 

•  Decorations – pumpkins and hay bales 

•  More food 

 

Revise Grandmas attic date due to conflict with family reunion 

 

 

 
(continued on page 10) 
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Staff performance reviews coming in November 

 
TEAM REPORTS: 
 
Finance: Reviewed Last month’s Finance Report 
 
Property team: Ed Reported Luther hall lightning ballast needs to be replaced.  The team is developing a 

light replacement plan with cost etc. increased capital cost lower operating cost non-budget item.  There is a 

major issue with the playground area.  The wall is collapsing on Coldstream Road.  It will require                             

replacement or repair.  The team must also review the equipment. 

 

Faith Development: Dave Reported the Youth Group Meeting has five members for 2019 including Darian, 

Evelyn, Hayden, and Makenzie.  Evelyn was elected as new President.  The Youth plan to meet again in two 

weeks.  Harvey Cedars Trip planning began (Voted to have friends come along with Participation) 1st week 

of April (4/5-4/7/19).  Scholarships from the Synod are available ($150 pp).  Need female adult to attend.  Ed 

agreed to sponsor youth group friends.  Service Projects are being planned.  Fund Raising for Minneapolis 

trip is being planned such as; Dinner, Car wash, and March 14 – Pi Day. 

 

Local and Global Missions: Dave acknowledged gifts from several sources.  Lou from the Clinic will make 

a presentation on a Sunday.   Date to be determined.  Beth, Dave, and Nancy will meet in the next two weeks 

to create budget.  Book drive planned and the Youth Group will participate.  Soup Kitchen goodie bags to be 

assembled with Youth Group assistance. 

 

A motion was made by Christine and seconded by Rick to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

closed at 8:44pm. 

 

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to thank Thrivent Financial for Lutherans' (SM) and those people who have designated 
Choice Dollars via the Thrivent Choice(R) program.  This month we gratefully acknowledge gifts  
designated by the following people: 
 
Rick Henricks 
 
If you have any questions about Choice Dollars or how to designate them to our church, please contact 
thrivent@centenniallutheran.org 

(continued from page 9) 

mailto:thrivent@centenniallutheran.org
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Prayer List  
 
To request prayer, first request permission from the indi-
vidual in need of prayer (as requested by our Synod). Then 
send an email to prayers@centenniallutheran.org or call 
Joanne Cantwell at 610-933-0341 or Jerene Gladfelter at 
610-933-3542. Please list the individual’s name and a 
BRIEF description of the situation (i.e. chemo, dementia, 
auto accident, comfort and peace,  etc.) along with the 
name of the requester and association (brother, co-worker, 
friend, etc.). Please also advise us when a prayer request is 
no longer valid. Printed prayer lists are issued at the       
beginning of each month as a bulletin insert. Please update 
us by the 25th of each month to ensure that your request is 
listed.  In addition, there is an email list of individuals    
desiring to be on the Prayer Chain to receive immediate 

prayer requests other than 
those listed monthly. If 
you wish to be included 
on this email list, please 
contact  Joanne (610-933-
0341) or Jerene (610-933-
3542) with your email   
address or telephone        
number. 

Coming Events  
 

Coming Events is a weekly publication listing the calendar 
for the week and telling you about anything special      
coming up along with general church announcements. 
Coming Events is posted to the website (usually by     
Tuesday afternoons) and a link is emailed to everyone on 
our church-wide email list. If you are not on this email list 
and would like to be, please email Rebecca 
(rebecca@centenniallutheran.org). You can also access the 
Coming Events publication on the website at 
www.centenniallutheran.org under the Coming Events tab.  

 
Prepaid Giant Cards 

 

Purchase a $25 or $50 pre-paid Giant  grocery card!                 
Available every Sunday. Contact Beth Wise (610-935-
1727) or contact the church office to buy a $25 or $50 pre-
paid grocery card redeemable at any  Giant Food Store. 
Giant will donate 5% of the proceeds to support the youth.   

Kingfisher Faith 
 
In a video on his publisher’s website,  
Eugene Peterson tells of watching a  
kingfisher repeatedly dive for fish in a 
lake. Peterson counted 37 dives before 
the kingfisher caught its supper! “And 
he’s the king fisher!” Peterson chuckles. 
From that bird-watching episode, he 
gleaned a ministry lesson: It may take a 
long time and many attempts — maybe 
dozens! — before something works out.  
 
God calls us to live out his love                     
faithfully, even when we don’t seem to 
be accomplishing anything. Maybe we 
extend 36 invitations to worship, work 36 
monthly shifts at a food bank or utter 36 
prayers without seeing results. “What’s 
the point?” we wonder. But the kingfish-
er urges us on: “Maybe number 37 is the 
charm!”  
 
In the words of St. Paul (and mixing  
fishing and farming metaphors): “Let us 
not become weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9, NIV).  
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MINISTRY LEADERS 

 

Church Council Members 
 
Christine Holmes (President)   cfhmm01@gmail.com 

Barbara Ray (Vice President)   barbreader@comcast.net 

Dave Winning (Corp. Secretary)  dsw43@aol.com 

Kathy Geiger (Treasurer)   kgeiger0507@gmail.com 

Bill Donovan     610-933-4374  

Jim Fowler     jimfowler@aresolutions.com 

Rick Henricks     rickclu@aol.com 

Ed Kalmbach     kalm219@msn.com 

John Miller      jr_nsmiller@verizon.net 

Sue Nizio     ejn.swn@gmail.com 

Reggie Ryberg    samuraisurveyor@yahoo.com 

Larry Shumaker    mnmshu320@gmail.com 

Pastor Jerry      pastorjt@centenniallutheran.org 
 

Team Leaders  
 
Property Team Leader: Ed Kalmbach kalm219@msn.com  

Finance Team Leaders: Kathy Geiger kgeiger0507@gmail.com 

Ron Allen     ron@allenrenninger.com 

Financial Secretary: Denise Ackroyd dyack@hotmail.com 

Asst. Treasurer: Patt Shumaker 

Personnel Committee Chair: Ron Allen ron@allenrenninger.com 

Worship Team Leader: John Miller  jr_nsmiller@verizon.net 

Director of Music Ministry:  

Jack Charles     jdcakc432@aol.com 

Altar Guild Leader: Frances Warren fmwarren1946@gmail.com 

Faith Development Leader: Reggie Ryberg samuraisurveyor@yahoo.com 

Social Ministry/Global Missions Leaders:  

Beth Wise     bswise1212@msn.com 

Nancy Miller     jr_nsmiller@verizon.net 

Dave Winning     dsw43@aol.com 

Care Team Leaders: 

Deanna Kalmbach    gee310@msn.com 

Diana Moffett     dimof28@gmail.com 

Hospitality Team Leader:     

Sue Nizio     ejm.swn@gmail.com 

Stewardship Team Leader: 

Dave Winning     dsw43@aol.com  

Prayer Chain Coordinators:  prayers@centenniallutheran.org 

Joanne Cantwell, Jerene Gladfelter 

Evangelism Leaders: Christine Holmes cfhmm01@gmail.com 

Barbara Ray     barbreader@comcast.net   
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The Cent-I-Gram is published by Centennial:  A Church for the Entire Community 

Our Purpose Is To Know Christ and To Make Him Known 
Centennial Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1330 Hare’s Hill Road, Kimberton PA 19442  

Sunday Worship 9:30 A.M., Sunday School, Confirmation 10:30 A.M. 610-933-1528 
Fax 484-204-9513 - The Rev. Gerald Tancredi, Pastor - Rebecca Benecke, Editor 

e-mail: Info@CentennialLutheran.Org     webpage at: http://www.centenniallutheran.org   

Need for Pastoral Care: 
Please notify us if you or a family member is hospitalized and/or in need of a pastoral call or visit. We have 
no other way of knowing of a hospitalization or a pastoral need. Please call Pastor Jerry on his cell phone at 

215-260-9755 or notify the church office at 610-933-1528.  

Lessons in Wise Faith 
 
“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles they encountered, we would under-
stand if they had given up altogether!  
 
First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a “royal palace.” 
Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly out of keeping with a king” — a poor 
young woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might expect them to head straight home. “But,” de-
clares Luther, “with a great, strong and full faith they ... follow the word of the prophet and the witness of 
the star in all purity of heart,” bowing to worship and honor the Savior.  
 
—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works  


